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STATE CONTROL OF SEWERAGE SYSTEMS. 

THE MARYLAND ACT GIVING THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH SUPERVISION OVER 
SEWERAGE SYSTEMS HELD TO BE VALID. 

The Legislature of the State of Maryland, in 1914, passed an act 
giving the State board of health authority over the installation and 
operation of water and sewerage systems in the State of Maryland. 
This act was published in the Public Health Reports of June 12, 
1914, at page 1592. 

The act empowered the State board of health to order the local 
authorities to install public systems of wr.ter supply, sewerage ; or 
refuse disposal in "any county, municipality, district, subdivision, or 
locality" whenever the absence or incompleteness of such systems 
was, in the opinion of the State board of health, "sufficiently preju- 
dicial to the health or comfort" of the community. The act further 
provided that the local authorities, if they deemed any such order 
unlawful, unreasonable, or unnecessary, might bring an action in the 
courts to set aside the order. 

The State board of health, in October, 1914, ordered the county 
commissioners of Baltimore County to install a sewerage system in a 
specified drainage area in Baltimore County, stating in the order that 
the absence of such a system was a menace to the health of the 
people. 

The commission brought suit in the courts to have the order set 
aside ; but they attacked the constitutionality of part of the law, and 
did not allege that the order was unreasonable. 

The Supreme Court of Maryland (see p. 3241 of this issue of the 
Public Health Reports) held that the sections of the act which were 
attacked were not invalid, but sent the case back to the circuit court 
in order that the question whether the order of the board of health 
was reasonable might be judicially determined. 
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